WHO
WILL BENEFIT?

Defence &
Homeland
Security
Industry

Armed Forces,
CAPF & Police
 Regional Security
environment
 Defence Business
 Military
technologies of the
Future
 Armed Forces
Modernisation
plans
 Defence Budget
Analysis
 Major Defence R&D
and Production
programmes in India

Policy &
Decision
Makers
 Geopolitical
environment
 Defence
economics
 Futuristic
technologies
 Modernisation
plans
 Analysis of Budget
 India’s Major
Research &
Development
and Production
programmes

 Business
Opportunities &
Technology trends
 Ministry of Defence
organisation
structures &
Contact Directory
of major buyer
countries
including India
 Who’s Who,
GDP, Military
Expenditure,
Military Equipment
listing of about
45 countries
 Procurement
policies
 Analysis of Budget
 India’s Major
Research &
Development
and Production
programmes

Academia &
Think Tanks

 Asia-Pacific Security
environment
 Economics of
Defence Business
 Technologies of the
future with military
applications
 Modernisation
plans of Indian
Armed Forces
 Indian Defence
Budget Analysed
 Defence R&D and
major production
programmes in India

Aspirants for
Armed Forces
& Central
Services

 Understanding
Geopolitics &
Strategy
 Elements of military
power
 Current Affairs
 Understanding of
Budgets
 International
relations
 India’s Major
Research &
Development
and Production
programmes

BRUNEI

MALAYSIA

MALAYSIA

INDONESIA

Territorial Claims
China
Vietnam
Philippines
Malaysia
Brunei
Reefs built by China
into artificial islands

WWW.SPSMILITARYYEARBOOK.COM

SP's MILITARY YEARBOOK | 2019 | 46TH ISSUE | 3

WWW.SPSMILITARYYEARBOOK.COM

CONTENTS
WEAPONS
EQUIPMENT
VEHICLES
TECHNOLOGY

SP's MILITARY YEARBOOK | 2019 | 46TH ISSUE | 75

WWW.SPSMILITARYYEARBOOK.COM

China’s Defence Whitepaper

The ten most important global conflicts to watch
particularly from the point of view of India and
this region.

China’s tenth Defence Whitepaper, released on
July 24, 2019, after a gap of nearly 5 years is analysed
by a Military Expert.
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by them before August 5, 1965. In the 1965 War, Pakistan suffered
heavily in men and material with an estimate that Pak Army lost
5988 killed and many more wounded. Pakistan also lost 475 tanks.
The 1971 war between India and Pakistan was fought both
on the eastern and the western fronts. India adopted aggressive
strategy on the eastern front and a defensive strategy on the western front. On the Eastern front the Indian Army ably supported by
the Mukti Bahini defeated four divisions and 30,000 para-military
forces of the Pakistan Army in the thirteen days’ war. In the west,
a large area of Pakistani territory was occupied by Indian troops.
On 16 December, Lt General Niazi of Pakistan Army surrendered
to Lt General Aurora of Indian Army with 93,000 regular and paramilitary men. War on the Eastern front ended in a complete victory
for India and liberation of Bangladesh.
The period after 1971 War saw the steady modernisation of
the Indian Army with equipment for modern war. The Expert
Committee under the Chairmanship of Lt General K.V. Krishna
Rao submitted its report in 1976. Some of its major recommendations started getting implemented in the eighties. The expansion of
mechanized forces was achieved as a result of this report.
On April 13, 1984, 34 soldiers of the Indian Army landed west
of Siachen glacier and occupied the Bilafond La pass. This was the
opening move in what is referred to as Operation Meghdoot between
India & Pakistan which continues till date. During the period July
1987 to March 1990, Indian Army saw action in Operation Pawan
where the Indian Peace Keeping Force (IPKF) was deployed in Sri
Lanka in accordance with the Indo-Sri Lankan accord of July 29,
1987. On November 3, 1988, the Indian Army launched Operation
Cactus in Maldives to prevent mercenaries from overthrowing the
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major misreading of the prevailing geopolitical climate
total disconnect between the military and political leadership
inability of some in the military leadership to see the situation
in the right perspective
and serious inadequacies in weapons and equipment
The result of Sino-India Conflict of 1962 encouraged Pakistan
to seek a military solution of the Kashmir problem. A modernised
Pakistan Army with an edge over India in armour, artillery and airpower prompted her to plan aggression on Kashmir in 1965. It was
a three-phased programme. In the first phase the Indian capacity to

n
n
n
n

react was tested in the Rann of Kutch. In the second phase trouble
was fomented in Kashmir. In the third phase an attempt was made
to bottle up the Indian Army in Jammu and Kashmir by sealing
the supply line in Chhamb-Jaurian sector of Jammu. Pakistan’s
adventurism was foiled as Indian Army succeeded in making gains
across the international borders and along the Line of Control
(notably Hajipir). A cease-fire was agreed upon with effect from
September 23, 1965 with UN efforts. The Tashkent Declaration and
the subsequent agreement between the two countries led to the disengagement of forces and their withdrawal to positions occupied
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BMD for India
Missile defence is an essential component of national security and defence strategies. It contributes to the deterrence of
adversary aggression and assurance to allies. Apropos, bigger
nations with expeditionary forces would require these two
kinds of BMD systems where as smaller nation can do it with an
Integrated Air Defence system capable of neutralising multiple
kind of targets in TBA. Drawing a corollary, it is evident that
India would require two distinct kind of systems, one to protect
the population/command and control/economic centers and
second to protect its forces in TBA. System akin to Ground based
Mid Course Missile (GMD) can be deployed in hinterland and
Integrated Air Defence system akin to S-400 is required for the
Air Defence for field formations.

BMD development involves high risk and brings a burden on
the national exchequer. International collaboration with friendly
nations which are willing to enter in mutually beneficial agreements and to develop ballistic missile shields for the future. India
must identify its envisaged threats, evaluate its own technological
constraints to face them and collaborate with international players
to build a missile defence architecture to enhance its air defence
& nuclear deterrence capability and ensure nuclear stability in
the subcontinent. Ballistic missile proliferation poses the greatest
threat to regional security and needs an unfailing & perfect missiles
shield against burgeoning nuclear weapons & missiles threats.
The US is offering to sell systems to India. As India is pursuing
its own BMD, it welcomes any assistance from US and Arrow II
system is the most sought after technology. India wanted to buy the
Israeli Arrow-II System from Israel. MRSAM/Barak-8 is a long-range
anti-air and anti-missile defence system being developed jointly by
Israel Aerospace Industries and DRDO of India. The Spada 2000
kill probability is high, even against highly agile crossing targets &
can engage upto four targets simultaneously with Aspide Missile.
As offensive missile capabilities continue to proliferate, missile
defense cooperation with allies and partners has gained increasing importance to advance missile defence architectures for our
protection, deterrence and assurance deepening interoperability in
missile defence systems.
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LASER program based on a gas-dynamic carbon dioxide LASER
that could reach 500 kilowatts. Scaling it up in power while
maintaining the beam quality would be the challenge.
Feasibility of particle beams for missile defence is yet another
promising technology.
n Space based tracking & Surveillance System for detection &
tracking of ballistic missiles. Interceptors to engage incoming
missiles earlier in flight than would be possible with other missile detection system.
n
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S-400 Specifications:
Role: Long-range anti-access/area
denial
Equipment: Each S-400 battalion has
eight launchers, a command centre,
two radars, mast and up to 72 missiles
Range: 120 to 400 km, depending on
missiles deployed
Targets: Hostile aircraft, missiles,
stealth jets, drones
Missile speed: 17,000 kmph. Faster
than any aircraft
Reaction time: Vehicle stopping to
missile firing is 5 minutes
Numbers ordered: 5 systems
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Government of Maldives and while it did not involve much fighting,
it demonstrated to the World the speed and efficiency with which
the Indian Armed Forces could react. This period (1989 onwards)
also saw the start of the terrorism and insurgency in Kashmir and
deployment of additional troops in J&K.
As indications of Pakistani intrusions came in starting from
May 1999, it became clear that India was facing an attempt by the
Pakistan to change the LoC using its regular troops. Air and artillery (155mm Howitzers) was employed with devastating effect to
repel the intrusions and claim back the lost territories. Thereafter,
a massive build-up by Indian Army was ordered in the wake of
the December 13, 2001, terrorist attack on Parliament House. This
10-month-long mobilisation along the border with Pakistan generated high levels of tension, led to some positive changes in India’s
military doctrine and hastened its military modernisation together
with organizational changes.
The influx of terrorism from Pakistan continued unabated. On
September 18, 2016, four terrorists from Pakistan struck a brigade
headquarters administrative base at Uri and killed 17 unarmed
and unsuspecting soldiers in their tents. On the night of September
28-29, Indian Army’s Special Forces struck at seven launch pads of
the terrorists across the line of control along a frontage of about 200
km in two different Corps Zones thus achieving complete surprise
over the Pakistani military establishment and inflicted considerable
casualties on the terrorists and military personnel in the area.
Indian Army continues to face four types of threats and challenges including traditional threats from China and Pakistan;
contemporary threats in the form of terrorism; internal challenges; and out of area contingency threats. Indian Army
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Ballistic missile proliferation poses great threat to
the region. All about BMD and how the S-400 will
defend India.

Everything there is to know about Indian Armed Forces,
Ministry of Defence, Defence Industry, Defence R&D
and Central Armed Police Forces including Who’s who,
organisation structures, profiles and contact details.
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Cooperative
Organizations

Area
: 89,342 sq km
Capital
: Amman
Coastline
: 26 km
Maritime Claims
Territorial sea
: 3 nm
Population
: 1,02,48,069
(Note: increased estimate reflects revised assumptions about the
net migration rate due to the increased flow of Syrian refugees (July
2017 est.))
Ethnic Divisions : Arab 98 per cent, Circassian 1 per cent,
Armenian 1 per cent
Religions
: Muslim 97.2 per cent (official; predominantly
Sunni), Christian 2.2 per cent (majority Greek
Orthodox, but some Greek and Roman
Catholics, Syrian Orthodox, Coptic Orthodox,
Armenian Orthodox, and Protestant denominations), Buddhist 0.4 per cent, Hindu 0.1 per
cent, Jewish <0.1, folk religionist <0.1, unaffiliated <0.1, other <0.1 (2010 est.)
Languages
: Arabic (official), English widely understood
among upper and middle classes
Literacy
: 95.4 per cent
Government
: Parliamentary Constitutional Monarchy
Suffrage
: 18 years of age; universal
Administrative
Divisions
: 12 governorates

Defence
Total Armed Forces
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Cooperative
Units

Regional Defense Bureaus

Units and organisations of the Air
Self-Defense Force

5-1 Honmura-cho, Ichigaya,
Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo 162-8801, Japan

The Inspector General’s Office
of Legal Compliance
Defense Intelligence Headquarters

5-1 Honmura-cho, Ichigaya,
Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo 162-8801, Japan
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Units and organisations of the Maritime
Self-Defense Force

Ministry of Defense

Air Staff Office
Chief of Staff, Air Self-Defense Force

Ministry of Defense

Chief of Staff, Joint Staff

Units and organisations of the Ground
Self-Defense Force

Parliamentary Vice-Minister of
Defense

General Koji YAMAZAKI

Joint Staff College

Hiroshi YAMADA
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Maritime Staff Office
Chief of Staff, Maritime Self-Defense Force

5-1 Honmura-cho, Ichigaya,
Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo 162-8801, Japan

Ground Staff Office
Chief of Staff, Ground Self-Defense Force

5-1 Honmura-cho, Ichigaya,
Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo 162-8801, Japan

Ministry of Defense

Joint Staff
Chief of Staff, Joint Staff

5-1 Honmura-cho, Ichigaya,
Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo 162-8801, Japan

Ministry of Defense

Parliamentary Vice-Minister of
Defense

National Institute for Defense Studies

Address

Ministry of Defense

State Minister of Defense

Takako SUZUKI

National Defense Medical College

Organisation

Minister of Defense

Kenji HARADA

National Defense Academy

Desiganation

Takeshi IWAYA

Defense Personnel Review Board

JAPAN: MoD Contact Details
Contact

Defense Council

Central Council on Defense Facilities

SDF Ethics Review Board
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Rehabilitation

Bureau of Local Cooperation

Centre of Public
Communication

Bureau of Personnel and Education

Centre of Data
and Information

Bureau of Defense Buildup Planning

Department of
Media Defence

Bureau of Defense Policy

Centre of Finance

Department of Education
and Exercise

Minister’s Secretariat

Department of Research
and Development
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(Internal bureaus)us)

Paramilitary Forces

: Active: 1,00,500 (Army: 74,000; Navy: 500; Air:
12,000; Special Operations 14,000)
Reserves: 65,000 (Army: 60,000; Joint: 5,000)
: Gendarmerie: 15,000 est, Civil Militia
‘People’s Army’: 35,000 est
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ARMY
Strength
Force by Role
Manoeuvre
Armoured
Armd Div

: 74,000

: 1 (strategic reserve) (3 armd bde, 1 arty bde, 1
AD Bde)
Armd Bde
: 1
Mechanised
Mech Bdes
: 5
Light
Lt Inf Bdes
: 3
Combat Support
Arty Bdes
: 3
AD Bdes
: 3
MRL Bn
: 1
Equipment by Type
Armoured Fighting Vehicles
MBTs
: 572: 390 FV4034 Challenger 1 (Al Hussein); 182
M60 Phoenix; (274 FV4030/2 Khalid in store)
Lt Tks
: (19 FV101 Scorpion; in store)
ASLT
: 141 B1 Centauro
Recce
: 153: 103 FV107 Scimitar; 50 FV701 Ferret
IFVs
: 678: 13 AIFV-B-C25; 31 BMP-2; 321 Ratel-20;
311 YPR-765 PRI
APC
: 800+
APC (T)
: 650+: 370: M113A1/A2 Mk1J; 200 M577A2
(CP); some Temsah; 77 YPR-765 PRCO (CP); 3
AIFV-B
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Ministry of Defence

Inspectorat General

King Abdullah II of Jordan has had every reason to be pleased with himself lately. Following the January 2017 inauguration of President Donald
Trump, he was the first Arab Leader invited to Washington to meet with
the new administration. The visit was hailed a success by all involved—
not only in terms of US-Jordan relations, but also as an opportunity for
the King to caution Trump against moving the US embassy from Tel
Aviv to Jerusalem.
The visit, however, was only a temporary distraction from the ongoing security and political crisis that has been unfolding in Jordan for the
last year. Jordan has witnessed a rising number of homegrown terrorist
attacks and security incidents. Additionally, the king’s apparent inability or unwillingness to institute substantive socio-economic reform, end
corruption, and increase citizens’ rights has led to spiraling protests.
The growing threat of ISIS spillover from the conflicts in Syria and
Iraq—as well as evidence of rising militancy at home—has increased concerns that Jordan faces new security risks. While Jordan has long faced the
threat of terrorism, recent incidents have renewed and heightened fears.
Some in the Hashemite royal circle fear that Washington may not
fully appreciate the challenges they face. In 2017, US approved $ 450
million in military assistance, paling in comparison to $3.8 billion in
military assistance to Jordan’s neighbor Israel. King Abdullah repeatedly clashed with the Obama administration’s narrow focus on ISIS in
Syria (and drew Jordan into that part of the strategic plan). However, the
King never appeared to persuade the president to his view for a broader
push. This is the challenge that Abdullah faces again with the Trump
administration, and it may be that the rise in Jordan’s own domestic
security challenges—coupled with the pressures that ISIS is putting on
the border with Syria and Jordan—proves effective. Indeed, the US-led
campaign against ISIS cannot succeed if Jordan’s role as the pivotal
Arab state on the front lines of the crisis in Syria is imperiled.
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EXPERT COMMENT
Some distinct inferences can be drawn from the 2019 Whitepaper:
1. China is keen to position itself as the pivot for “world peace,” but with clear red lines defined on its core
“sovereignty, security, and development interests.” There is an endeavour to balance peaceful intentions and
great power aspirations
2. China believes that “configuration of strategic power is becoming more balanced”. There is new found
confidence in China’s military power, consequent to technological advancements, modernisation, structural
changes in command and control and extensive training of the PLA.
3. At the same time the paper also highlights China’s perceived risks from technological surprise and growing
technological generation gap. It acknowledges PLA’s lagging mechanisation and it has to develop capabilities
moving ahead from ‘informationization’ to ‘intelligent warfare’. China’s rapid progress in developing unmanned
systems, AI and robotics manifests in its outlook for future wars.
4. The paper emphasizes on “intensification of global military competition” and blames US for “undermining global
strategic stability”.
5. Modernisation and restructuring of the armed forces is in line with Xi Jinping’s thinking of China’s future. In
addition to evolving threats, priority is on loyalty to the Chinese Communist party, with emphasis on core military
functions, discipline and curbing corruption.
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oday, with their
has entered a new era.
THE STATE COUNCIL INFORMATION OFFICE
interests and securiThe Chinese government
OF THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA JULY 2019,
ty intertwined, peois issuing China’s National
ple across the world
Defense in the New Era to
FIRST EDITION 2019
are becoming memexpound on China’s defensive
bers of community
national defence policy and
witha shared future. China is at a critical stage of completing the explain the practice, purposes and significance of China’s efforts to
building of a moderately prosperous society in all respects and build a fortified national defence and a strong military, with a view
embarking on a journey of building a modernised socialist coun- to helping the international community better understand China’s
try in an all-round way. Socialism and Chinese characteristics national defence.
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Civil War in Syria
The civil war in Syria started in 2011 as protests against President
Assad’s regime. It quickly escalated into a full-scale war between
the Syrian government—backed by Russia and Iran — and antigovernment rebel groups—backed by the United States, Saudi
Arabia, Turkey, and others in the region. Currently, there are three
campaigns driving the conflict; coalition efforts to defeat the Islamic
State, violence between the Syrian government and opposition forces, and military operations against Syrian Kurds by Turkish forces.
The Islamic State began seizing control of territory in Syria in
2013. After a series of terrorist attacks coordinated by the Islamic
State across Europe in 2015, the United States, the United Kingdom,
and France—with the support of Turkey, Saudi Arabia, and other
Arab partners—expanded their air campaign in Iraq to include Syria.
Together, these nations have conducted over eleven thousand air
strikes against Islamic State targets in Syria, while the US-led coalition
has continued its support for ground operations by the SDF. Turkish
troops have been involved in ground operations against the Islamic
State since 2016, and have launched attacks against armed Kurdish
groups in Syria. Meanwhile, at the request of the Syrian government
in September 2015, Russia began launching air strikes against what
it claimed were Islamic State targets, while Syrian government forces
achieved several notable victories over the Islamic State, including
the reclamation of Palmyra. According to the US-led coalition against
the Islamic State, 98 per cent of the territory formerly held by the
group in Iraq and Syria, including Raqqa and Deir al-Zour, has been
reclaimed by Iraqi security forces and the SDF.
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CHINA’S NATIONAL DEFENCE
IN THE NEW ERA
The tenth Defence Whitepaper was released by China on July 24, 2019. From 1998 to 2010 China has issued a
defence white paper every two years. The previous Whitepaper was published in 2015.
Lt General Subrata Saha (Retd), Military Expert and Consulting Editor, SP’s Military Yearbook analyses the
White Paper put out by China.
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Areas dominated by different major ethnic groups
Rich in natural resources like natural gas, oil, coal, copper, sulphur,
fluoride and gold, this is the least developed province in Pakistan.
Sunni Islam is the predominant religion.
The conflict in Balochistan is one of “nationalist/self-determination”. The Balochistan Liberation Army, designated as a terrorist
organisation by Pakistan and Britain, is the most widely known
Baloch separatist group. Other separatist groups include Lashkar-eBalochistan and the Baloch Liberation United Front (BLUF).
Pakistan repeatedly alleges involvement of India and
Afghanistan in supporting the Balochi movement. The former
American Af-Pak envoy Richard Holbrooke said in 2011 that
Pakistan had failed to provide any evidence to the United States
that India was involved in separatist movements in Balochistan.
He did not consider Pakistan’s accusations against India credible.
Holbrooke also strongly rejected the allegation that India was using
its consulates in Afghanistan to facilitate Baloch rebel activity, saying he had “no reason to believe Islamabad’s charges”, and that
“Pakistan would do well to examine its own internal problems”.
India too has categorically denied the allegations.
The stakes in Balochistan have gone several notches higher due
to the development of China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC)
and the Gwadar Port. Resource-rich Balochistan is at the heart
of the Beijing’s ambitious CPEC, which connects Gwadar Port in
Balochistan with China’s Xinjiang province. The BLA is opposed
to the CPEC, alleging that the project was aimed at exploiting the
resources of the province. On November 23, 2018, three heavilyarmed suicide bombers stormed the Chinese consulate in Karachi.
The attack was claimed by the Baloch Liberation Army (BLA)
which said it would not tolerate “any Chinese military expansionist endeavours on Baloch soil”. On May 12, 2019, Baloch militants
carried out an assault in the heart of CPEC, the luxury Pearl
Continental hotel in Gwadar. The attackers were killed, but only
after killing five people inside the hotel and a soldier.
Pakistan has raised a special security force of around 15,000
troops to protect CPEC and Chinese projects. As this force proves
to be inadequate, Chinese companies are expected to rely heavily
on private security contractors, especially Chinese contractors that
employ former PLA personnel. Use of security contractors also

2 | SP's MILITARY YEARBOOK | 2019 | 46TH ISSUE

CONTENTS

South China Sea
China claims sovereignty over the South China Sea, estimated to
have 11 billion barrels of untapped oil, 190 trillion cubic feet of natural gas and fishing areas. Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines,
Taiwan, and Vietnam have competing claims. Since the 1970s,
countries began to claim islands and various zones in the South
China Sea, such as the Spratly Islands.
China maintains that under international law, foreign militaries
are not allowed to conduct intelligence-gathering activities, such
as reconnaissance flights, in its exclusive economic zone (EEZ).

REGIONAL
BALANCE

INDIA

Sindh

Arabian
Sea

eng.chinamil.com.cn /Hu Jing & Sun Zhenqi

Balochistan

17

 Abbreviations at the end of the yearbook

Delhi

STRATEGY &
PERSPECTIVES

PAKISTAN

According to the United States, claimant countries, under UN
Convention of the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), should have freedom
of navigation through EEZs in the sea and are not required to notify
claimants of military activities. In July 2016, the Permanent Court
of Arbitration at The Hague issued its ruling on a claim brought
against China by the Philippines under UNCLOS, ruling in favour
of the Philippines on almost every count. While China is a signatory
to the treaty, which established the tribunal, it refuses to accept the
court’s authority.
In recent years, satellite imagery has shown China’s increased
efforts to reclaim land in the South China Sea by physically increasing the size of islands or creating new islands altogether. In addition to piling sand onto existing reefs, China has constructed ports,
military installations, and airstrips—particularly in the Paracel and
Spratly Islands, where it has twenty and seven outposts respectively. China has militarized Woody Island by deploying fighter jets,
cruise missiles, and a radar system. China’s claims threaten SLOCs,
which are important maritime passages that facilitate trade and the
movement of naval forces.
The United States has challenged China’s assertive territorial
claims and land reclamation efforts by conducting FONOPs and
bolstering support for Southeast Asian partners. Japan has sold military ships and equipment to the Philippines and Vietnam in order
to improve their maritime security capacity. The US defense treaty
with Manila could draw them into a potential China-Philippines
conflict over the substantial natural gas deposits or lucrative fishing
grounds in disputed territory.4
India supports freedom of navigation and over flight, unimpeded commerce, based on the principles of international law. India
believes that States should resolve the disputes through peaceful
means without threat or use of force and exercise self-restraint in
the conduct of activities that could complicate or escalate disputes
affecting peace and stability.
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carries risks, as unregulated and relatively inexperienced contractors may exacerbate security problems. There are indications that
China’s Marine Corps could become its principal ready response
force in the region. A Marine company is already deployed to the
Chinese base at Djibouti (which has facilities to accommodate up
to 10,000 personnel). There are reports of Chinese security presence in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir to protect transport infrastructure and construction units, and there has been speculation about
future deployments to Gwadar. Several Chinese military exercises
in the Indian Ocean region are openly focused on using Chinese
forces to protect BRI projects. But in protecting people and assets,
China may also increasingly find itself drawn into the local security affairs. As China’s Global Times recently argued, “China has
always adhered to the principle of non-interference in the internal
affairs of other countries, but that doesn’t mean Beijing can turn a
deaf ear to the demands of Chinese enterprises in protecting their
overseas investments.”3

Islamabad

INDIAN
DEFENCE

CONFLICTS TO WATCH

CHINA

Kabul

ASIAN
WHO’S WHO

Balochistan Conflict
Historically Balochistan covers the southern part of Sistan and
Baluchestan Province in Iran, the Pakistani province of Balochistan,
and Afghanistan’s Helmand Province. The Gulf of Oman forms
its southern border. Mountains and desert make up much of the
region’s terrain. Balochistan is the largest province of Pakistan
(comprising 44 per cent of the country’s total area), but it is the
least inhabited, with only 5per cent of total population of Pakistan.
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the face of Pakistan’s military incursions. In December 2007,
the existence of the TTP was officially announced, under the
leadership of Baitullah Mehsud. In 2014, former Pakistan Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif’s attempts to negotiate a peace agreement
with the TTP failed as they attacked the international airport
in Karachi. In Jun 2014 the Pakistan government launched an
offensive against TTP strongholds in North Waziristan. The TTP
responded with several attacks, including the December 2014
attack on the Army Public School in Peshawar that killed nearly
150 people, mostly school children, in the deadliest terrorist
attack in Pakistan’s history.
Following the Peshawar school attack, Pakistani political parties agreed on a comprehensive National Action Plan to combat terrorism and extremist ideology across the country, and Sharif lifted
the death penalty moratorium to allow the execution of convicted
terrorists. After nearly two years, in June 2016 the Pakistani military
declared that the Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) had
been cleared of militants. Pakistan Army claimed that roughly 3,500
militants were killed and 500 Pakistani soldiers had died in the
clearing operations.
Despite Pakistan Govt’s declaration of success; on the one
hand TTP and other militants continue to carry out major attacks
e.g. March 27, 2016, Lahore Gulshan-e-Iqbal Park Easter suicide
attack and the 8th August 2016 suicide bombing in the Quetta Govt
hospital; on the other hand Pakistan Army and ISI provide support
to the Haqqani network, Lashkar-e-Taiba, and other militant proxy
groups that carry out attacks in Afghanistan and India. Attacks
claimed by the Islamic State in Pakistan are also a cause of concern
as many fighting under the Islamic State’s banner in Afghanistan
are believed to be former TTP militants who fled across the border,
a phenomenon that has raised fears of an Islamic State-inspired
campaign of violence inside Pakistan.
In 2018 the US administration suspended security assistance
to Pakistan over their continuing unwillingness to target militants
who receive sanctuary in Pakistani territory and carry out attacks
in Afghanistan. More than $800 million in security assistance was
suspended or redirected in 2018, and the US has cut off access for
Pakistani military officers to US military training and education
programmes, in an effort to pressure the Pakistani government to
change policy. In June 2018 the Financial Action Task Force placed
Pakistan on the so-called “grey list” of countries not doing enough
to stop money laundering and terrorist financing.
The withdrawal of US forces from Afghanistan could increase
regional instability by allowing militants from Pakistan to establish safe havens in Afghanistan. Additionally, acute instability in
Pakistan has security implications for neighboring Afghanistan
and India. The TTP is closely allied with the Afghan Taliban in its
battle against Afghan troops, and India fears that anti-state and
state-sponsored Pakistani terrorists could be diverted against India.
Moreover, the vulnerability of Pakistan’s nuclear arsenal to attack or
theft by nonstate actors remains a major concern for US and Indian
policymakers.2
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